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Apps are what make Mobile devices -tablets and phones- so useful. So, what Apps should I have on my mobile device? Well, Microsoft has provided a starter set of Apps, at least for its tablets and laptops, as part of Windows 8. It is a basic set that allows a (new) user to immediately start taking advantage of their mobile device. Most of these Apps are general in nature, but other Apps, more specific to a task, are available (mostly for free) at the Microsoft Apps store. All of the Apps that you have heard of are there for the taking (downloading): Skype, Netflix, Angry Birds, SugarSync, etc.
Here is the collection of Apps that come with Windows 8, in a list prioritized by my particular feeling of usefulness. The first three may be all you will ever use.
1. Desktop - This tile, or App, gets you to Windows, as you knew it. All of the Windows 7 capabilities (with the exception of the old “Start” button) that you are comfortable with are here. If this is all you’re looking for, click here and never come back.
2. Internet Explorer - A portal to the Internet, though the User Interface is a little different than you are used to. But, if all you want to do is surf the web, this can get the job done.

3. Store - This App connects you to the Microsoft Store where you can download all the Apps (and some other software programs) that can run on Windows 8.

The next few Apps are certainly useful, but you might find other Apps at the “Store” to satisfy your particular needs.

4. Calendar - A very simple calendar App to help you schedule and keep track of events.
5. Maps - A great way to view your surrounding geography. Input an address or point of interest and see it plotted on a map, with turn-by-turn directions, if needed.
6. SkyDrive - An App that connects you to Microsoft’s portion of the “cloud.” It provides 7GB of free on-line storage. It can be a central location for files you want to access from any of your computers and/or a good place to backup your important files. It can also be used to allow you to share big files with others.

7. Mail - A very basic Mail App that allows you to send and read your mail.
8. Messaging - An App that allows you to chat with your friends. If your friends use a different chat network, you’ll probably want to download an App specifically for that network.

9. Photos - An App that helps organize and view all of your pictures. It collects and organizes pictures from folders and from the on-board camera.
10. Music - An App that lets you collect, organize, and listen to your favorite music. Music will also let you stream music for free. It also lets you get to Microsoft’s new “Xbox Music” service. (“Xbox”, seemingly, has nothing to do with the Xbox gaming system.)
11. Video - This App helps organize, and allows you to view, all your videos. It also provides an entrance to Microsoft’s TV and movie stores.

12. Bing - Microsoft’s search capability. Try to “Bing” something; if it’s out there, Bing can find it. “Bing it on.”
13. People - An App that provides a centralized Address Book for all of your cyber social acquaintances. A centralized place to keep all those email addresses, mailing addresses, social media names, phone numbers, and pictures.
14. Weather - This App provides a color weather map, including a five-day or hour-by-hour forecast for your location or a location of your choosing.

15. Finance - A “Finance News” App that includes stock market activity and financial news that can be customized to your own portfolio.

16. News - A News App that includes Sports, Finance, and Travel. This App combines articles from many websites like The New York Times and the Wall Street Journal. It scrolls horizontally and feels much like a newspaper.
17. Sports - A Sports magazine App that includes sports articles from many news sources.
18. Travel - A Travel magazine App. Travel articles from many news sources and pictures of Featured Destinations.

19. Games - An App that connects you to Microsoft’s “Xbox Games on Windows” store. 
20. Camera - An App to control the onboard camera. Good for video chats and creating photos for sharing.

The 20 Apps that are included can give a new Windows user a good idea of what Apps are, what they can accomplish, and how to basically control them. Smartphone and tablet users are probably more familiar with the whole App concept. Once you are familiar with the idea of Apps, you will probably want to go to the Microsoft App Store and get (install) Apps that might help you take advantage of your mobile device. When you get to the App store you will find that there are many categories and there are many Apps in each of those categories. Because computer software (read that as Desktop) has been around for almost 30 years, there are established standards like Microsoft Office for Office applications, Adobe Photoshop for photo activities, Acronis for backup, and Adobe for PDF readers. The world of Apps is very new and standards are only now being established. So, it is hard to put together a list of App standards, but from my recent experience let me leave you with a short list of some very good, free Apps to add to your collection. You might want to give some of them a try. To get to these Apps, click on the “Store” App on the start screen and you will be greeted by a display of Available Apps. Websites change, frequently, so things might be a little different by the time you read this, but currently, there are suggestions for “Top Paid”, “Top Free”, and “New Releases”. Click on the category of your choice (Games, Entertainment, Photo, Sports, etc.) and see the available Apps. 
· A click on “Spotlight-Top Free” yields a list of the Spotlighted top 100 free Apps. In the list you will find: 
· Skype- for video chatting
· YouTube player- for watching YouTube videos 
· Netflix- for Movie streaming (if you have an account)
· Yahoo Mail- for Yahoo mail accounts
· CNN- for news and weather
· Google Search –if you prefer Google to Bing
· Microsoft Solitaire Collection- for Solitaire enthusiasts.

In addition to the Apps that are included in the major categories, you can also search for a particular App. This is done using the Search feature that is part of the Charms bar. To get to the Charms bar, click in the lower right corner of the screen. Search is the top icon, the one that looks like the magnifying glass. Click on it, and then type in the name of the App you are looking for. This will result in a search of the “Store” Apps. When, or if, you see the App listed, click on it and it will be available for installation. You might want to try the following Apps:  
· Evernote- for note taking
· IMDB- for movie and TV information and

· Dropbox- for an additional storage location in the cloud. 
Microsoft’s Store is a lot newer than the Google Playstore (Android) or the Apple iTunes store (iOS). If you are familiar with an App from either of those stores, you may find that that App is not available at the Microsoft store, yet. Check back in the future, it might be available then. Microsoft’s App developers have had less time to create versions that work on the Windows 8 platform, but I’m sure they are working on them.  
As you can see, Apps cover a lot of territory and can help you accomplish many things, from simple note taking to video chatting, and video entertainment. Apps turn your computer into all the things you expect from a modern digital programmable computer- your home PC.

